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SECRET DACCA 1730 

EXDIS 

FOR DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY DUBS FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, OVIP, BG 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR GENERAL ZIA TO VISIT WASHINGTON 

1 . FOREIGN SECRETARY TABARAK HUSAIN TOOK ME ASIDE AT 
A DINNER PARTY AT MY HOME APRIL 1 AND SAID HE WANTED 
TO RAISE "ON A PURELY INFORMAL BASIS" THE POSSIBILITY 
OF GENERAL ZIA'S VISITING WASHINGTON. TABARAK SAID 

HE AND ZIA HAD RECENTLY DISCUSSED THIS MATTER AND BOTH 
FELT THAT A VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE NEAR 
FUTURE WOULD BE HIGHLY DESIRABLE. 

2. TABARAK SAID ZIA HAS ALREADY VISITED CHINA AND HAS 
BEEN INVITED TO THE SOVIET UNION. BEFORE VISITING ANOTHER 
COMMUNIST COUNTRY, ZIA BELIEVES IT IMPORTANT THAT HE 
BALANCE THE CHINA VISIT BY ONE TO THE UNITED STATES. 

IN ADDITION TO THE U.S. ROLE AS THE LEADER OF NON-COMMUNIST 
NATIONS, THE U.S. PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT OF BANGLADESH. BOTH BILATERALLY AND 
ALTHOUGH MULTILATERAL AID AGENCIES. IN ADDDITION TO 
HAVING GENERAL TALKS WITH THE PRESIDENT AND OTHERS, 

ZIA WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS HIS APPRECIATION FOR U.S. 

ECONOMIC AID AND EXPLORE ITS FUTURE DIRECTION. 
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3. DURING THE COURSE OF OUR DISCUSSION IT BECAME 
APPARENT THAT ZIA AND TABARAK WERE THINKING ABOUT A 
POSSIBLE VISIT BEFORE OR AFTER THE JUNE COMMONWEALTH 
MEETING IN LONDON. TABARAK SAID THAT ZIA MIGHT ALSO 
TRY TO WORK IN STOPS AT CAIRO AND PERHAPS THE UNITED 
ARAB EMIRATES DURING THAT TRIP. 
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4. I TOLD TABARAK THAT I WOULD GIVE HIM NO FORMAL 
RESPONSE, BUT HE SHOULD BE AWARE THAT THE TIMING WAS 
EXTREMELY SHORT AND I WAS SURE THE PRESIDENT'S 
CALENDAR WAS CROWDED. HE SAID HE WAS AWARE OF THIS 
BUT, GIVEN THE IMPORTANCE THAT HE AND ZIA ATTACHED TO 
EVEN A BRIEF VISIT TO WASHINGTON, HE WOULD APPRECIATE 
AN OFFICIAL REACTION. 

5. WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWS ON WHETHER AT LEAST A 
BRIEF WORKING VISIT WOULD BE POSSIBLE BEFORE OR AFTER 

THE COMMONWEALTH MEETING. THOUGH I AM SURE WASHINGTON'S 
INITIAL REACTION WILL BE NEGATIVE, THERE MIGHT BE SOME 
BENEFIT FROM OUR STANPOINT FROM A VISIT IN ORDER TO 
UNDERSCORE OUR ECONOMIC SUPPORT FOR BANGLADESH AND 
OUR HUMANITARIAN CONCERN FOR ITS PEOPLE. THOUGH ZIA 
IS IN A SOMEWHAT ANOMALOUS POSITION AS CHIEF MARTIAL 
LAW ADMINISTRATOR. HE HAS RECEIVED TREATMENT AT 
LEAST QUITE TO THAT OF A HEAD OF GOVERNMENT (WHICH 
IN EFFECT HE ACTUALLY IS) DURING VISITS TO CHINA AND 
IRAN. IF A VISIT IS NOT POSSIBLE IN THE TIMEFRAME 
PROPOSED BY ZIA AND TABARAK, IT WOULD BE MOST USEFUL 
IF WE COULD LET THEM DOWN EASY BY SUGGESTING, OR AT 
LEAST HOLDING OUT THE PROSPECT FOR, A VISIT AT A 
LATER DATE. 

MASTERS 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MINISTERIAL VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 04-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977DACCA01730 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 17-0866 
Format: TEL 
From: DACCA 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770492/aaaadchn.tel 

Line Count: 88 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 1d4101ab-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2911256 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REQUEST FOR GENERAL ZIA TO VISIT WASHINGTON 
TAGS: PFOR, OVIP, BG, (RAHMAN, ZIAUR) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/1 d41 01 ab-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



